Omarigliptin: first global approval.
Omarigliptin [Marizev(®) (Japan)] is a small-molecule dipeptidyl peptidase-4 (DPP-4) inhibitor developed by Merck for the oral treatment of type 2 diabetes (T2DM). Unlike the majority of other approved agents of its class, which are usually administered once daily, omarigliptin can be administered once weekly. Once-weekly omarigliptin has received its first global approval in this indication in Japan, for use in adults. Phase III clinical development of the product is underway in several other countries. This article summarizes the milestones in the development of omarigliptin leading to this first approval for the treatment of T2DM.